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| must say that the first few weeks of 2010 have made
me believe | am back in Ohio...or Norway for that matter!
Just lets us know how lucky we are to live in a place
where, most years, we can enjoy sailing into the winter.
Most sailors in more northern latitude have to deal with
these temperatures for months at a time! Of course, they
don’t bob n bake in the summer either.

| did manage to make it out to Harbor Town to check on
my boat this past Saturday and was greeted by the odd
sight of un-melted snow on top of the boat and an ice-
skating rink in the cockpit. Some of the boats near the
start of the dock were frozen in ice. If we had the SOTY
race this past weekend it truly would have been an
icebreaker! | went to the boat on Saturday to try out the
new rudder assembly made for me by Joel at Idasail. It
is an experimental design and still needs a little more
tweaking so | will not be racing Sabbatical at the first
2010 SOTY race this coming Saturday. | also met Skip
and Sue at the marina. Skip was pouring antifreeze in
his water system to keep it from freezing. Both of us
contemplated our water ballast, both my Mac26D and his
Catalina 250 are water ballasted, but concluded it would
have to stay cold a lot longer to put that at jeopardy.

Two thousand ten will be an interesting year for the
South Winds Sailing Club and not only because you
have a relative novice at the tiller! Please feel free to
point out any traditions | forget about or make any
suggestions as we move through the year. We have a
number of fun events already scheduled and a great

Scott Widmier
SWSC Commodore

racing schedule set up by the fleet captain, Steve Gully.
Steve this year is instituting a new system that will help
adjust handicaps over time to reflect the true abilities of
the boat and skipper. | will let him further describe the
system but | will say to benefit from it you must
participate in races!

Inspired by the Puddle Duck World Championships last
October, Sam Hunter is contemplating a mass assembly
of PD racers for people in the club. These racers are a
simple, stable and easy to sail 4’ x 8’ boat that lends
itself to fun races. Assembly is relatively simple an
inexpensive so, if you want a PD racer, just let Sam or |
know. We will be hosting a regional Puddle-Duck race at
Redtop Mountain September 17" to the 19" but will
surely have some more races before then.

I will be coordinating the Florida 120 cruise once again
on May 13" to the 16™. | plan on asking Robert to
publish last year's story in the newsletter for your
edification and entertainment. Steve is once again
planning on a St. Thomas cruise the first weekend in
May. Last year was a bit chilly for my blood but previous
years cruises have been blessed with great sailing
weather and wonderful company. For all of these events
and races, please check out the web page for more
information.

Our first meeting is coming up February 14™ at Nik's
Place in Marietta. Please come ready to volunteer to
host a beech party or raft up.
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From the Fleet Captain

Our first race of the year was originally going to be the
10™ which was the weekend of the snow. So we could
have had a real ice breaker of a race. Problem is | only
know of one person who actually went to the marina and
that was late in the afternoon. Our first race was however
changed and is this weekend the 16™ with an 11:00
skippers meeting.

This year promises to be an interesting year of racing.
While | can't promise that the weather will cooperate as
well as last year | can say things should be more
competitive.

In an effort to make things more 'fun' handicaps will be
adjusted after each SoTY race by 10% of the difference
in time from the winning boats. In other words if you
didn't win your handicap should get adjusted up and if
you win it may get adjusted down a little. This is being
done by a mathematical spread sheet so it's not being
done by personal opinion. We will be using the

See you on the Lake,
Steve Gully

Portsmouth Handicap system as a base and make
adjustments from there. We all can agree that on our
lake some of the handicaps just do not work and the idea
is to adjust handicaps based on results and make it more
competitive and fun for everyone. If you don't like your
handicap then you need to race more

Also scores will be based on finish time with the first boat
getting One point and each boat thereafter getting their
score based on how close they were to the first boat. For
example the first boat finishes in 60 minutes and a boat
finishes in 70 minutes. First boat gets 1.000 point and the
other boat would get 0.857. Just divide the first boats
time by the each boats time for their points for the race.
So the closer you are to the first boat the better your
score.

Here are the starting handicaps for this year based on
last years races.
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2010 adjusted boat Handicaps

Adjusted D-PN 2-3
J29 Fractional Rig 75.53 74.5 75.64
Catalina 22, Swing 95.30 96.30 96.30
Catalina 22, Wing,Furler 106.13 97.30 97.30
Kittiwake 24, Full Keel 106.20 105.50 106.20
Catalina 22 Swing 97.95 97.30 97.30
Catalina Capri 14.2 99.18 99.40 99.70
Haines Hunter Tramp (Tri) 89.80 90.20 89.80
Hunter 22 Swing Keel 97.37 96.50 96.90
Sunfish 100.40 99.60 100.40
Laguna 22 102.50 102.70 102.50
Hirondelle 24 97.18 95.10 95.10
MacGregor 26S Furler 94.70 95.30 94.70
Cal 22 FK 87.00 86.30 87.00
Apollo 16 92.18 92.40 94.40
Catalina 22, Wing,Furler 96.62 97.30 97.30
Coronado 23 102.40 102.10 102.40
WindRider 17 Tri 82.20 81.4 82.2
Pearson - Ensign 96.90 95.7 96.9
Catalina 22 Swing 96.30 96.30 96.30
WWP-19 105.50 105.00 105.50
Pintail 107.30 105.00 107.30
Hunter 3 1Fin,Furler 86.00 85.50 86.00
Hunter 22 Swing Keel 96.90 96.50 96.90
Catalina 25 Tall Mast 90.60 90.10 90.60
Catalina 250 95.30 95.60 95.30
Flying Scot 90.40 89.60 90.40
Catalina 28 92.80 92.60 92.80
O'day 19, CB 96.00 95.20 96.00
Mirage 236 85.60 85.10 85.60
Hirondell 24 95.10 95.10 95.10
Catalina 22 102.25 94.70 95.30
Hunter 25 DK 92.10 92.30 92.10
Mcgregor 26S 92.37 92.60 92.90
Penguin 112.8 111.50 112.80
Buccaneer Bayliner 25 92.71 92.9 93.4
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The 2009 Florida 120

Trip Report

May 13™ 2009 saw an unlikely collection of boats
skippered by a mixed bag of rogues arriving at Pirates
Cove restaurant and marina in the sleepy town of
Josephine, Alabama on the shores of Perdido Bay.
Contrary to most denizens of this laid-back bar and
restaurant, these skippers were not attracted by the
famous hamburgers but the prospect of covering 120
miles down the Florida coast in small boats many without
motors. They came towing an odd assortment of
production and homebuilt boats ranging from a 10 foot
homebuilt lapstrake beauty to 26 foot MacGregor
sailboats. In short, they came for the inaugural Florida
120 sailing event.

The Florida 120 is a raid-type event not unlike the
Texas200 and other similar events. It is not so much a
race as a challenge for skippers to go 120 milesI without

depending upon a motor. This particular event started in
my mind as a warm-up to the more extreme Everglades
Challenge. Admittedly, it is just another excuse to get
together with like minded folks to sail the beautiful Florida
panhandle waters around Pensacola with the soft white
sand beaches, turquoise waters, steady breezes, and
friendly dolphins. Much to my surprise, 22 boats came.

Wednesday afternoon saw the majority of skippers and
boats pulling into Pirates Cove with much admiring of
boats and talk about strategies going on. Pirates Cove
got a steady business from our group into the evening as
we enjoyed what we thought would be the last gasp of
civilized luxury. Pirates cove is a member of a bygone
era in Florida history with sand visible through gaps in
the floor and a pack of stray dogs wandering in and out
making new friends.
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Some of the more interesting boats to look at included:
An aluminum Grumman canoe brought by Levi sporting a colorful sail, amas made from PVC pipes normally
filled with cement and placed to ward off drivers from hitting gas pumps, and the ends of the amas sealed with
inexpensive rubber playground balls. While not the fastest sailor, the ability to easily motorsail with a paddle
helped to keep up.

e : . — '.h-;— o — -_t-:"—-_— -_ -
A beautiful museum quality 10 foot lapstrake sloop rigged dingy that proved to be quicker than the waterline
would suggest, built and skippered by Dylan.

g e

SOUTH WINDS SAILING CLUB — SAILSWSC.ORG




JANUARY 2010 — SWSC NEWSLETTER

My 12 foot blue catboat “Little Gem” with a dodger cabin and a PVC bimini for shade that surprised most with its
good windward ability. Not a trait normally associated with a beamy catboat.
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One of the original wooden 16 foot Wayfarer sailboats driven all of the way from Michigan by Gary and one of
the first boats to reach each night’s stop.
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A graceful Norseboat whose skipper, David, made the most memorable picture when he rowed in light winds
despite having a motor hanging on the transom.

Justin Pipkorn’s Just Right (pictured on the left next to Sam’s Mac26s) proved itself once again as a comfortable
and swift boat on the water.
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Oracle, wha's skipper and builder, Oliver has taken on a couple of Everglades Challenge fame and who lent his
experience to the whole group.

Bill and Paul who launched their nicely built Embers Watch for the first time during the 2008 Texas 200.
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Dan in his bright yellow Potter 14 “Old Geezer” who drove all of the way from California to join us and to do the
BEER cruise.

Thursday, Day 1
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Thursday morning on a soft sandy beach behind the
restaurant we had our skipper’s meeting where the route
was once again laid out, the skippers were introduced,
safety information was exchanged, and everyone headed
to their boats. Soon after, many of us learned the fun of
sailing in Florida's shoal waters when we ran aground on
a hidden shoal at the mouth of the inlet. The winds were
light enough that a quick shove with a pole, paddle or oar
was enough to get unstuck and most of the fleet
progressed in majesty across Perdido Bay towards the
Perdido Key bridge. One or two notable exceptions were
some late-comers who were still launching their boats
including Andy who managed to bend the mast of his
Apollo sailboat on an overhanging branch. Some help
from Chuck Leinweber of Duckworks magazine and
some leverage quickly had the bend out and he passed
the rest of the fleet. Bill and Paul, who had really only
sailed their Ketch rigged pram “Ember’'s Watch” during
Class 1: No motor on board

the downwind sleigh ride of the Texas 200 had to learn to
make her go to windward. They learned rather quickly
and well!

The winds were light and on our nose at between 4 to 8
knots which was enough for a pleasant tacking run
across Perdido bay. It was beautiful to see such a
variety of boats and sails spreading out as we each
tested our relative speed. Some of the quicker boats
were able to stop for a nice lunch on a small sand
island...no palm trees though! The wind started dying
off as the fleet approached Perdido bridge. The
narrowness of the passage combined with an
unfavorable tide and a light contrary wind proved to be
the first test of our sailing skills especially for the boats
with no motors on board. Now, it needs to be mentioned
at this point that there are four classes people could
enter into for the Florida 120 which are:

Class 2: Motor contingency: motor onboard but only used in an emergency
Class 3: Limited motor: motor used only when absolutely necessary

Class 4: Unlimited motor: no restrictions

The goal of the Florida 120 is to move people from Class
4 to Class 1 as they gain experience in handling boats
without motors. For the first Florida 120 we had 5 boats
without motors all of whom were challenged by the
Perdido bridge. A few of the class 1 boats accepted
tows from the Class 3 and Class 4 boats which is
allowed in the event rules under navigation hazard
exemption. A few of the class 2 and 1 boats did a heroic
job of tacking back and forth gaining a yard each time
until they got out of the tidal race. In particular | admired
Mike in his Sea Pearl who must have tacked 100 times

before getting into wider waters. | unshipped my oars
and rowed like a demon to get under the bridge to a
beach under a “Welcome to Florida” sign where |
absolutely had to take a picture (and consequently
gather my breath). Then | tried making headway by
tacking back and forth only to arrive back at the same
patch of beach every time. | finally resorted to grabbing
the painter on Little Gem and towed her along the beach
at Big Lagoon State Park until | was beyond the tidal
race.
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Once the fleet got past the narrow stretch by Perdido
bridge the waterway opened back up and the wind
swung just enough to have a nice one-tack sail to our
first nights stop at Sand Island (aka Robertson Island on
Google Maps). The south side of Sand Island is a
wonderful stop for small boats and powerboats alike. It
used to be on a cove (misnamed Mosquito cove) but one
of the more recent hurricanes opened a shoal water
passage to the east and water rushes through at the turn
of the tide. Sand Island is not someplace you want to be
on summer weekends unless you want to Party with a
capital P. This is why we were stopping here on a quiet
Thursday night. Right across from Sand Island is the
abandoned remains of Ft. McRee which was the
confederate’s fort on the eastern shore of the Pensacola
passage to the sea. On the other side of this passage is
much more extensive Ft. Pickens that is staffed. If you
plan on visiting Ft. McRee bring your bug spray!

As each boat sailed up to the landing at Sand Island the
early skippers let out a cheer and helped drag the boats
onto the beach. In relatively short order the whole fleet
made it to shore after at 20 mile first day run and the
stories started flying about the day as people set up their
tents or sleeping accommodations on their boats. Dinner
was up to each individual skipper and varied from cold
shacks to elaborate meals cooked on the rail mounted
grills on the bigger boats. | prefer a simple repast of
teriyaki noodles supplemented by canned chicken. Once
dinner was past, we all adjourned to a fire where | shared
some cautionary advice about our next day sail,
especially the crossing of the open passage to the gulf. |
also passed out a playing card to every skipper for our
poker-run which will be described more fully later. Andy,
who has significant experience in coastal sailing, assured
us that the tide would be high in the morning so many
folks just left their boats to dry on the beach confident
that they would be able to get going in the morning and
turned in after a long but rewarding day.
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Friday, Day 2

Friday morning, in a pattern that would repeat for the rest
of the trip, skippers started popping out of their boats and
tents as soon as the sun appeared on the horizon. It
was then that we learned that Andy had confused high
tide with low tide and a majority of the fleet was stranded
high and dry. Andy himself was tucked in his sleeping
bag practically falling out of the cockpit of Sam Hunter’'s
MacGregor 26s. Fortunately, most of the small boats
were able to push off the sand and the tide floated the
larger boats late morning. Most of the small boats chose

to sail out through the shallow cut avoiding the larger
channel frequented by barges and in the wind shadow of
Sand Island. Two boats, a Weekender built and
skippered by Pat (he wasn't feeling well) and a Mayfly 14
skippered by Chuck and Sandra Leinweber decided to
head back at this point escorted by Charles and Isabelle
in their Compact SunCat. Charles and Isabelle would
join us later on Saturday after much thanks from Chuck
and Pat.
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Friday was one of our longer sails of 30 miles as the
crow flies. Unfortunately, we were in sailboats and had
to sail a very crooked path thanks to a contrary wind that
plagued us all of the way across Pensacola Bay. Add to
this some wind driven chop and it was hard for some of
the boats to make much headway. Ray in his Windrider
Trimaran would fly across the bay on one tack and then

fly across on the other but making little headway despite
the speed. My 12’ cathoat, Little Gem, with her beamy
hull found it hard going out in the choppy bay. | finally
resorted to sticking closely along the south shore of the
bay where the sandy spit of land blocked the waves but
not the wind.
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The passage under the Pensacola bridge proved much
easier than the Perdido bridge with most boats choosing
to sail through. As soon as | passed under the bridge |
saw part of the fleet pulled up on a beach in front of
Surfburger so | headed in that direction. | found them on
the balcony enjoying burgers and beer so | just had to
join in. One of the advantages of the Florida 120 is the

many different places along the route to re-supply, get a
hot meal, or just use a bathroom. Surfburger served two
of those functions wonderfully and provided a nice
respite. There were some boats that chose to keep
sailing along Santa Rosa sound missing this nice little
stop.
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Once we all finished eating and...well... we headed out
onto Santa Rosa sound. This sound runs about 20 miles
along the Florida panhandle and is a haven for small
boat sailing with Santa Rosa national seashore providing
a sandy peninsula protection from the waves but not
cutting off the south breeze. There are shoal areas in
this wide body of water so shallow draft and small boats
definitely have a freedom not afforded to their larger

At this point | should explain that the goal of this second
day was a spoil island called Specter Island which is
about 8 miles east of the Navarre bridge. However, the
owner of Juana’s bar and grill bribed us to stay with
some free drinks and such welcoming enthusiasm for our
endeavors. He also reassured us that, contrary to the
rules, we would be fine setting our tents up on the public

deeper draft cousins. For the first little bit of Santa Rosa
we had to do some tacking but soon the wind shifted for
a wonderfully relaxing sail to Navarre. It was so relaxing,
with  my dodger and Ipod playing tunes through
speakers, that | found it rather hard to stay awake.
However, | did manage to steer a somewhat straight
course and arrived at the public beach at Navarre under
the big water tower.

beach. Add to this wonderful hospitality the close
proximity to a nice public bathroom and a Tom Thumb
convenience store for resupply and Navarre makes a
wonderful mid-trip stop. Next year the owner of Juana’s
promised to put a bird on the bbq for us so | guess we
will be making this our permanent turn around point.
Hard to argue with hospitality like that!
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The fleet came in much more spread out than on
Thursday with Levi in his Grumman canoe bringing up
the rear of the fleet near sunset. Most of us enjoyed a
good meal at Juana’s and headed back to the boats
where we sat around talking and listening to the music
from Juana’s before tucking into our tents and boats for a
good night sleep. Once again, | passed out playing

cards to all of the skippers. It was in Navarre where we
started getting calls from concerned loved ones seeing if
we were surviving the “bad weather” that was causing
floods in nearby cities. Ironically, we were living in a little
blessed bubble of good weather. We did see storm
clouds around us that made for wonderful sunsets and
spectacular sunrises.
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Saturday
Once again many of the smaller and slower boats got

going early in the morning. Once again, Sam in his
MacGregor 26s and Brian in his MacGregor 26x were left
high and dry by the low tide. For the sail back to the
west on Santa Rosa sound we were favored with a light
wind out of the east for a nice all-day reach. This proved
to be one of the better points of sail for the Sea Pearl,

It was during this leg of the trip when | realized why old
fishing and pleasure boats in the age before good boat
motors had such large sails with so many reef points.
When you don’'t have a motor you want the ability to
move at a good pace in any wind mother nature decides
to throw at you. This means a large sail area for light
wind days that can easily be reduced in area for when
the wind starts to blow. Most modern boats have more
modest sail areas in comparison having the luxury of
firing up the outboard on light wind days. One goal for
next year is more sail area!

When | reached Pensacola bay | found it very choppy
due to weekend boat traffic. By this time | was sailing in
company with Levi in his Grumman canoe and Dylan in
his beautiful 10 foot boat. All of us were challenged at

Wayfarer, and Pat in his Laser which quickly left the fleet
in their wakes. Ray, on his Trimaran, had some success
fishing though, without cooler space, had to return the
fish to their native element. Some of the faster boats
stopped again at Surfburger for lunch again but | was
unable to join them having too little sail area on Little
Gem to take advantage of the light breeze.

times by the wake put out by large powerboats who
seemed determined to get an up close look at the “little
boats.” Levi, in his Grumman, was suffering a bit from
sunburn by this leg of the trip so had all his skin covered
up with pants and a long shirt, was wearing a
camouflage floppy hat, and had a camouflage
handkerchief pulled up over his face. He and | had a lot
of fun steering through the hurricane cut by Sand Island
and sailing past all of the partiers in their powerboats. |
went through first with a lot of drunken comments being
shouted at me all in good humor and some nice
compliments for Little Gem’s looks. Levi, behind me,
elicited an eerie silence from the same crowd who just
didn't know what to make of him. In his head to toe
camouflage and aluminum Grumman canoe he might
have looked like some sort of paramilitary terrorist.
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Shortly past Sand Island on the sandy peninsula is a little
cove known as Sailboat Cove. Mark Milan and family
were there to cheer us on from their beautiful new 40
something footer boat complete with air conditioning. He
later came in his dingy to join us on shore and look at the
odd collection of boats. Sailboat cove was a relaxing
stop with the waves of the gulf only a short walk away.
We found some driftwood to build a warm fire around
which we sat as Brett's sister sang us songs with her
lovely voice. Brett and his sister sailed a surprisingly fast
Precision 16.5. After | passed out the cards to each of
the skippers, | asked everyone to share their most
embarrassing moment and the best lesson they learned

from the trip. Many of the stories involved one use of a
bailing bucket on a small boat and the inopportune
approach of powerboats. One story (skipper to remain
nameless) involved discovering the porta potty had
leaked by tasting the water in the cabin of the boat. Mike
made me feel really good when he said his most
embarrassing moment was not being able to pass my 12’
Little Gem in his 21’ SeaPearl to windward. Who says a
catboat can’'t go to windward! Andy, of course, brought
up his mistakes on reading the tide. This was possibly
the latest we stayed up | think because we realized this
was the last night of our odyssey. We turned into our
boats and tents and watched the lightening flicker in the
ring of clouds around our good weather bubble.
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Sunday, day 4
Most all of the fleet left very early Sunday morning

wanting to get back to Pirates Cove with enough time to
put the boats on trailers and drive home. Also, the
ominous clouds and worsening weather reports spurred
us all on. We had some wind for the sail through Big
Lagoon where the pod of dolphins who lives in the area
serenaded us goodbye. However, as most of the boats
approached Perdido bridge the wind slowly died. Those
of us with motors cranked them up with the exception of
David in his Norseboat who rowed despite having an

outboard on his transom. Those of us with no motors
either accepted a tow (partly with an eye towards the
threatening sky) or rowed sailed. | kept company with
Oliver in Oracle as we both alternatively rowed and then
tried to catch the falling breeze in our sails. | think |
rowed at least 8 miles of our 15 mile trip that day. Dylan,
in his 10’ dingy, was one of the first class 1 boats to
reach Pirates Cove both because he started earlier than
most of us and got the most out of the morning breeze
and because his boat rows so nicely.
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Upcoming Events

Event
Club Meeting

Sailboat Race

Club Meeting

Sailboat Race

Club Meeting

Sailboat Race

Date

Jan 13
Thu 7:00pm

Jan 16
Sat 11am

Feb 11
Thu 7pm

Feb 20
Sat 11am

Mar 11
Thu 7pm

Mar 20
Sat 11am
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Location

Niks Place

SOTY

Niks Place

SOTY

Niks Place

SOTY

Description

Club Meeting at Niks Place in Marietta
Sailboat Race
Club Meeting at Niks Place in Marietta
Sailboat Race
Club Meeting at Niks Place in Marietta

Sailboat Race
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South Winds Sailing Club Membership Application For

m

Complete this application and mail it along with your $45.00 Annual fee (new members joining after

July 1st, $25.00) to:

South Winds Sailing Club
1034 Atherton Lane
Woodstock, Georgia 30189

Member(s) Name:

Member(s) Address:

Contact Information:
Home phone:
Office:

Other:

Email:

Current Boat:
Length:
BoatName:
Current Marina:

What knowledge or skills can you share or teach other club members:

Boating Interests: & Social events & Racing
& Crewing & Raft Up Events
& Cruising

Member Signature:

Date:

Edited by: Robert Forrester
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